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Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


The Battle of Sekigahara (1600): The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan 
was a time of chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the 
shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by 
numerous domainal lords (or daimyo). Looking to expand their spheres of control, the daimyo 
were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to 
unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 
1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief 
generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unifica- 
tion. Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an 
orderly federation amongst the daimyo and by 1590, order was restored to Japan under 
Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, however, presented the question of succession. 
Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its 
five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the major daimyo from 
central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's leadership. The two sides clashed at 
the Battle of Sekigahara in Mino (located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa 
claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively rule 
Japan for the next 250 years. In the opening of Vagabond, we find Takez6 and Matahachi as 
young survivors on the losing side of the Battle of Sekigahara, 


Sakushu: Also known as Mimasaka. The historical name for the area that is now the northern 
region of modem-day Okayama Prefecture. 


Ukita Hideie: (1573-1655) Daimyo of Bizen and Mimasaka (located in modern day Okayama 
Prefecture). One of the leading generals that fought for the Toyotomi Clan at the Battle of 
Sekigahara. 





The Yagyu Clan: Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder of the famed 
Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was one of 
Tokugawa's key general's at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the official 
fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the 
ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been 
depicted in Kazuo Koike’s Lone Wolf and Cub as the plotters of the downfall of itto Ogami, the 
general Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, 
Munenor'’s son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the peo- 
ple from evil doers. 


The Yoshioka Clan: Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) was a distinguished warrior during the 
‘Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder of the Yoshioka school of sword fighting. 
Historically, Kempo's sons are thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous 
‘occasions. 


About Vagabond 


Takehiko Inoue's Vagabond, based on Eiji Yoshikawa's novel Musashi, is a fictional account of the 
life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A Book of Five Rings, was a master of the sword and was revered as 
a “sword-saint” He founded the Niten Ichi style of sword fighting which is typified by fighting 
with both long and short swords at once, holding the long sword with the right hand and the 
short sword with the left. Musashi was not only a master swordsman but was also a master of 
the “gentler arts"—he was a master of the sumi-e art form and even mastered the arts of metal- 
working and woodcarving. 


About the Author 


Takehiko Inoue is the author of the best selling manga Slam Dunk, with over 100 million copies 
in print worldwide. For his work on Vagabond, Inoue received the 2000 Media Arts award for 
Manga from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as the Kodanshia Award for best manga. 
Inoue has also received the prestigious Tezuka award for his previous works. In addition to his 
numerous manga titles, Inoue also created the character designs for the PlayStation basketball 
game, One on One. 


A note on names: The names presented within the context of this comic are presented in the 
traditional Japanese order-surname, followed by first name. “Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musashi's 
last name and “Musashi” is his first name. The name of the creator of Vagabond, however, has 
been presented first name first, last name second. “Takehiko” is the author's first name and 
“Inoue” is his last name. 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


Vagabond hias been printed to read from right to left in its original 
Japanese format—presenting Takehiko Inoue’s dynamic artwork the 
way it was meant to be seen! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, a mirror image 
Of the original artwork is printed in order to accommodate the left to 
right reading orientation of English. For this reason, errors in continuity 
occasionally occur and characters who were originally right-handed 
suddenly become left-handed. In order to present manga in its purest 
form, Vagabond is being printed to read from right to left. This way, 
kimono are worn with the left side over the right and the samurai’, 
long and short swords are carried on the left side the way they were 
traditionally worn. 


To properly enjoy Vagabond, start from the other end of this comic and 
read from right to left. 





This beautifully drawn series has incredible action, a hint of romance, 
and a strong core of Japanese history...this book now has the possi- 
bility of taking off like a rocket with the American audience. 

—Troy Brownfield, Shotgun Reviews 


Shinmen Takezo is destined to become the legendary sword-saint, 
Miyamoto Musashi—perhaps the most renowned samurai of all time. For 
now, Takezo is a cold-hearted killer, who will take on anyone in mortal 
combat to make a name for himself. This is the journey of a wild young 
brute who strives to reach enlightenment by way of the sword—fighting on 
the edge of death. 
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